Our City Water:  Where Does it Come From?  What is in It?  Is it Safe?  
Summary Report prepared by 

South Tonka League of Women Voters – Spring, 2010

Purpose of Study:
An examination of the quality and regulation of public and private drinking water supplies in Deephaven, Excelsior, Greenwood, Shorewood, Tonka Bay, and Woodland. 

South Tonka Water Supplies
· Excelsior, Shorewood, and Tonka Bay operate municipal water systems that draw from several deep aquifers.  However, not all residences are connected to the municipal water supply.  In Shorewood, 55% of residential dwellings still use private wells.
· Residents of Deephaven and Greenwood rely on private wells.
· Woodland residents use private wells except for 47 households that
    are connected to Minnetonka’s municipal water system (since 1997).
· Because residential wells vary in depth, and water tables are not uniform, one neighbor’s well may be contaminated while another’s remains safe.
Drinking Water Regulation and Testing 
· The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sets standards for drinking water quality.  PRIMARY STANDARDS are health-based and enforceable, whereas SECONDARY STANDARDS are based on looks and tastes and are guidelines only, not rules that can be enforced.
· For the substances that are tested for, municipal water supplies are well regulated at the federal and state levels, and are often tested daily.  

· The municipal water quality in South Tonka was found to be very good.  

· Private wells, however, are not required to be monitored and owners seldom realize the importance of regular testing. Arsenic poisoning has affected members of our community through drinking water obtained from their own wells.
· Moreover, residents have no legal requirement to report findings of contamination to their city or state.

· The Minnesota Department of Health recommends private wells be tested for coliform bacteria at least once a year (at any given time, as many as one quarter of private wells in the state have detectable levels); and nitrates every 2-3 years, or more frequently if there is an infant under 6 months who will be drinking the water.
· Other common contaminants that can be tested for include:  arsenic, boron, fluoride, hardness, iron, lead, manganese, pesticides, radon, sulfate, sulfur bacteria, and volatile organic chemicals.

Water Contaminants 
· Of the 315 pollutants that have been found in American tap water since 2004, more than half are not subject to health or safety regulations and can be present in any amount.  The EPA currently regulates 126 “priority pollutants.”

· Although many of the contaminants in Minnesota are naturally occurring, they can make us ill, cause cancer or even be lethal at higher levels.   
· There are a staggering 80,000 industrial chemicals in use, and approximately 700 new ones introduced into commerce each year, none routinely assessed or tested for toxicity.

· See attached table for levels and descriptions of the contaminants that have been found in the South Tonka water supplies. 

What Can I Do to Help Protect My Water?

· ADVOCATE for a national assessment of drinking water quality, improved safety standards, pollution prevention projects, and full disclosure of all chemicals found in tap water, including those that are unregulated.

· SUPPORT the Toxic Chemicals Safety Act of 2010.  This legislation shifts the burden of proving a chemical’s safety to the manufacturer, rather than the EPA which is currently responsible.  

· PRINT the Well Owner’s Handbook from the MN Department of Health:  http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/wells/construction/handbook.pdf 

· TEST your well regularly.  Your county health agency can provide testing for bacteria and nitrate, and some operate certified laboratories. Prices vary, but usually fall in the range of $20-$40 for both tests. There are a number of commercial laboratories certified to test drinking water for arsenic, which typically costs about $30-$40. For a list of all state-certified laboratories, see the MDH Certified Environmental Laboratories (http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/phl/accreditation/allcertlabs.html) for all your water testing needs. Be sure that the laboratory you choose is state certified to perform each test you want.
